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         MT AN 307 (3550) 

July 18, 2008 
 
SUBJECT: New Manufactured Housing 
 
         TO: Area Managers, Montana 
  Guaranteed Rural Housing Approved Lenders, Montana 
  Approved Manufactured Home Dealer-Contractors, Montana 
 
PURPOSE/INTENDED OUTCOME: 
 
This Administrative Notice provides local Rural Development (RD) offices, Lenders, and 
Dealer-Contractors of manufactured housing guidance on preparing a complete 
development package for Rural Housing loan applicants to purchase, and contract the 
setup, and installation of a manufactured home and related site improvements. 
 
COMPARISON WITH PREVIOUS AN: 
 
This Administrative Notice replaces MT AN 289, dated July 3, 2007.  The list of 
approved Dealer-Contractors for manufactured housing, Attachment 1, changed with 19 
existing approved business remaining from the last list issued and 15 previously listed 
businesses being removed from the current approved list.  Building code requirements 
have been updated to reference the most current edition of the International Residential 
Code and adopted and amended by Montana Department of Labor and Industry, and 
codified in Administrative Rules of Montana, Rule 24.301.154. One significant revision 
is in the use of a revised snow load reference issued by MSU Civil Engineering Dept., 
MSU.  Determinations of roof snow loads may vary significantly from previously used 
loads. 
 
IMPLEMENTATION RESPONSIBILITIES: 
 
Certain new manufactured homes are allowable for insured (502-Direct) and guaranteed 
(GRH) loan-making purposes.  Manufactured homes must be new factory-built units in 
compliance with the Federal Manufactured Home Construction and Safety Standard 
(FMHCSS).  Dealers of manufactured homes must be approved by USDA-Rural 
 
EXPIRATION DATE: July 31, 2009  FILING INSTRUCTIONS: Handbook 3550, 

Appendix 7; Preceding MT Instruction 1980-D 



 
Development.  Attachment 1 lists approved Dealer-Contractors.  Dealer-contractors not 
currently approved by RD may apply by contacting any RD local office. 
 
Dealers of modular homes, factory-built to the adopted State Building Code, would not 
be required to be RD approved or be responsible for onsite development.  They are 
responsible for obtaining Montana Building Codes Division’s approval of the design, to 
place the State’s metal insignia on the structure in accordance with State law, and to 
satisfy RD construction requirements of MT Instruction §1924.5(f)(2)(i)(C) of subpart A. 
However, this places responsibility on the borrower/homeowner to contract for services 
of a construction company for the foundation and site improvements, just as one would 
for a “stick-built” home. 
 
Approved Dealer-Contractors shall be the responsible party for specific, on-site 
development design and installation work.  Exhibit J to RD Instruction 1924-A provides 
general guidance for setup and installation requirements of Rural Development.  Montana 
Instruction 1924-A, Exhibit C provides more specific guidance in required  
documentation and procedures.  All homes require a permanent foundation or basement 
that is constructed in compliance with the International Residential Code (IRC), 2003 
edition, as amended by Administrative Rules of Montana, Section 24.301.154.  
Amendments to the IRC applicable to site improvements and manufactured homes are 
included in Attachment 2.  
 
Lenders shall be provided with a site plan, a foundation plan designed for the 
manufactured home, and a plan certification of the foundation design for each home.  
Plan certifications are to be made on Form RD 1924-25 by the local building official, or 
an architect or engineer with current Montana registration.  Reuse of a design or plan 
certification by a dealer-contractor from another loan of is acceptable only with prior 
endorsement from RD.  RD thermal requirements for manufactured housing are based 
upon a US Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Uo (overall envelope thermal 
transmittance) Value for Zone 3 (this certificate is placed in an accessible and visible 
location within the unit, and may be combined with the Data Plate).  The Dealer-
Contractor will be responsible to certify the unit to be purchased has been constructed to 
meet the Uo Value for Zone 3.  Refer to Form MT 1924-1 for this and other certifications 
to be made by the Dealer-Contractor.  Rural Development staff and Lenders should 
discuss the development requirements and the required documentation during the initial 
interview with loan applicants.   

Lenders and Dealer-Contractors with questions on construction documentation and 
procedures outlined in this AN may contact the RD State Architect, at (406) 585-2515. 

 
 
 
CLARK V. JOHNSON 
State Director 
Attachment 1: Approved Dealer Contractors for New Manufactured Housing 
Attachment 2:  Administrative Rules of Montana, Rule 24.301.154 
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APPROVED DEALER CONTRACTORS FOR NEW MANUFACTURED HOUSING 
 
The following dealer-contractors are approved by Rural Development for loan-making purposes in Montana as of 
July 18, 2008.  Dealer-contractors based in adjacent States are not listed, although they may have approval by RD in 
their respective state.  Acceptance of products from these dealer-contractors is subject to individual review by RD-
Montana. 
 
Basin Creek Mobile Homes 
6501 Highway 2, P.O. Box 3733 
Butte, MT  59702 
 
Big Sky Mobile Home, Inc. 
4900 Laurel Road 
Billings, MT  59101 
 
Campbell Homes 
1800 West Broadway 
Missoula, MT 59808 
 
Centennial Homes - Billings Branch 
P.O. Box 30455 
Billings, MT  59107 
 
Centennial Homes - Belgrade Branch 
490 Alsaska Road; P.O. Box 142 
Belgrade, MT  59714 
 
Cherry Creek Development, Inc. 
1955 Cherry Creek Loop 
Billings, MT 59105 
 
Cottonwood Homes 
1245 US Highway 2 East 
Kalispell, MT 59901 
 
Great Homes, Inc. 
4403 Highway 10 West 
Missoula, MT  59802 
 
Heritage Homes of Kalispell 
201 Auction Road 
Kalispell, MT 59901-7941 
 
Kalispell Home Center 
2830 Highway 2 East 
Kalispell, MT  59901 
 
Majestic Homes 
5202 Laurel Road 
Billings, MT  59101 
 
Montana Homes of Belgrade 
aka Belgrade Home Center 
350 Alaska Frontage Road 
Belgrade, MT  59714 
 
Montana Homes of Helena 
3135 Prospect Avenue 
Helena, MT  59601 
 
Montana Homes of Missoula, Inc. 
3737 West Broadway 
Missoula, MT  59808 
 

Montana Sky Homes, LLC 
dba Family Home Center 
360 Alaska Frontage Road 
Belgrade, MT  59714 
 
Mountain West Home Sales, LLC 
2900 Euclid Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 
 
Patty Seaman Homes 
4000 Highway 2 East 
Kalispell, Montana  59901 
 
Thrift Homes 
5445 Highway 2 West 
Columbia Falls, MT  59912 
 
Tony Armour’s Home Center, LLC 
3771 West Broadway 
Missoula, MT  59808

 
o0o 

New 
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ADMINISTRATIVE RULES OF MONTANA 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY 

CHAPTER 301 
BUILDING CODES 

Sub-Chapter 1 
Adoption And Incorporation By Reference Of Uniform And Model Codes Having General Applicability 
Rule 24.301.154 Incorporation By Reference Of International Residential Code 

 
(1) The International Residential Code (IRC) is a nationally recognized model 

code setting forth minimum standards and requirements for detached one or two family 
dwellings and multiple single-family dwellings (townhouses) not more than three stories 
in height, and their accessory structures. The IRC also provides a framework for program 
administration. 

(2) The department of labor and industry adopts and incorporates by reference the 
International Residential Code, 2006 Edition, referred to as the International Residential 
Code or IRC. 

(3) Chapters 11 through 42, inclusive, are deleted in their entirety. 
(4) Subsection R301.6, Roof Load, is deleted and replaced with the following: 

“Snow loads shall be determined by the building official. In areas of the state outside of 
certified city, county, or town jurisdictions, the design snow load shall be based on the 
ground snow loads developed in "Snow Loads for Structural Design in Montana", Civil 
Engineering Department, Montana State University, 2004 revised edition. The 
minimum design roof snow load after allowed reductions shall be 30 psf unless justified 
by a Montana licensed design professional to the satisfaction of the building official. 
Coefficients and factors other than those specified in the building code may be used 
when justified by a Montana licensed design professional to the satisfaction of the 
building official." 

(5) Subsection R311.5.1, Riser Height, is amended to allow a maximum riser 
height of 8 1/4 inches. 

(6) Subsection R311.5.3.2, Tread Depth, is amended to allow a minimum tread 
depth of nine inches. 

(7) Subsection R405.1 is amended by adding the following: "A drainage system is 
not required when continuous rain gutters are installed incorporating drain extensions 
which divert storm water a minimum of six feet (1.83 m) away from the foundation and 
grading is done in accordance with R401.3. A drainage system may be required where 
high water tables are known to exist or geological conditions which require a soils 
engineering report, performed in accordance with R401.4, specify the need for foundation 
drainage." 

(8) Appendices do not apply unless specifically adopted by the department. 
(9) A copy of the International Residential Code may be obtained from the 

Department of Labor and Industry, Bureau of building and Measurement 
Standards, P.O. Box 200517, 301 South Park, Helena, MT 59620-0517 at cost plus 
postage and handling. A copy may also be obtained by writing to the International 
Code Council, 4051 West Flossmoor Road, Country Club Hills, IL 60478-5795. 
 
Note: reprinted from public domain at http://mt.gov/dli/bsd/bc/pdf/bc_rules.pdf. Boldface 
text indicates official revisions made to the electronic document since July 3, 2007, when 
RD MT last issued this document. One significant change in ARM Rule 24.301.154 
includes the use of a revised snow load reference issued by MSU Civil Engineering Dept., 
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MSU.  Determinations of roof snow loads may vary significantly from previously used 
loads. 


